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A street in an evacuated settlement was named after him by the residents, and
his heroism has been evoked by right-wing activists as a symbol of resistance to
the disengagement from the Gaza Strip. But for Avi Bieber, the first IDF soldier
to refuse military orders in the run-up to the summer evacuation, fame and
publicity were the last things on his mind. Even now, close to half a year later,
Bieber still speaks about the incident on the Gaza Strip sand dunes with a
mixture of anger and excitement. Freshly discharged from the army, Bieber,
whose family made aliya from New Jersey nine years ago, speaks freely about
his refusal of orders and what pushed him to disobey the military he said he still

loved. "Everyone knew | wasn't going to participate in the evacuation and it is as
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